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Libretto

EVERYONE EVERYWHERE
An Oratorio for Mezzo-soprano, Baritone, Children's Chorus, Mixed Chorus, and Orchestra

Text from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is in boldface.

Additional texts drawn from the public domain utterances of Eleanor Roosevelt, Nelson Mandela, Aristotle, Mahatma Gandhi,
Senator John Lewis, Frederick Douglass, Kahlil Gibran, and Fannie Lou Hamer.

Movement One: Rude Awakening

SOLOISTS (Eleanor Roosevelt)
I think we need a rude awakening.

SOLOISTS / CHORUS
I think we need a rude awakening.

| BARITONE

| Derechos humanos. Rénquan. Huquq alansan. Prava cheloveka. Droits humains. Human rights.
| CHILDREN

| Human rights.

SOLOISTS / CHORUS
I think we need a rude awakening.

| MEZZO

| Derechos humanos. Rénqudn. Huquq alansan. Prava cheloveka. Droits humains. Human rights.
| BARITONE / CHILDREN

| We need a rude awakening.

SOLOISTS / CHORUS
We need a rude awakening.

Article One:

MEZZO (Spoken.)
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.

CHORUS (Sung.)
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and
should act towards one another in a spirit of sisterhood / brotherhood / amity.

SOLOISTS (Eleanor Roosevelt)
We need a rude awakening to make us exert all the strength we have to face facts as they exist in our country and in our world.

CHORUS
We need a rude awakening to make us exert all the strength we have to face facts as they exist in our country and in our
world...to make us willing to sacrifice all that we have from the material standpoint...

SOLOISTS
... Willing to sacrifice all we have.

SOLOISTS / CHORUS
...in order that freedom and democracy may not perish from the earth.

CHORUS
Article Three:

BARITONE (Spoken.)
Everyone has the right to life, liberty, and security of person.

CHORUS (Sung.)
Everyone has the right to life, liberty, and security of person.

BARITONE (Nelson Mandela)
Real leaders must be ready to sacrifice anything for the freedom of their people.

SOLOISTS / CHORUS
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and
should act towards one another in a spirit of amity.



Movement Two: Everyone

CHORUS (4ristotle)
Equality is the soul of liberty; there is no liberty without it.

SOLOISTS (Kahlil Gibran)
Life without liberty is like a body without spirit.

(Mahatma Gandhi)
No one chains a slave without chaining himself.

(Fannie Lou Hamer)
Nobody is free until everybody’s free.

CHORUS (Eleanor Roosevelt)
Everybody. Everyone.

SOLOISTS
Everyone will finally learn how to live happily together.

CHORUS
Article Eighteen:
Freedom...

MEZZO (Spoken.)
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought,

BARITONE (Spoken.)
...of conscience...

MEZZO (Spoken.)
...and of religion.

CHORUS (Sung.)
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, freedom of conscience, and the freedom of religion.

CHORUS (Eleanor Roosevelt)
Everyone. Everybody.
Everyone will finally develop in an economy of peace and plenty rather than competition and want.

| CHORUS

| Freedom.

| MEZZO

| There are still slaves of many different kinds,

| CHORUS

| Freedom.

| BARITONE

| And today we are facing another era:

| CHORUS

| Freedom.

| SOLOISTS

| One in which we have to make certain things become facts rather than beliefs.



Movement Three: Everyone Everywhere

| SOLOISTS and CHILDREN

| Everyone. Everywhere.

| CHORUS (Variously, in dozens of languages.)
| Human rights.

CHILDREN
I am a Person.

Movement Four: I am a Person

CHORUS
T am a person.

| BARITONE (Representative John Lewis)
| The vote is precious, almost sacred.

| CHORUS

| Tam a person.

CHORUS
The vote is sacred. I am a person.

BARITONE / CHORUS (Representative John Lewis)
It is the most powerful non-violent tool we have in a democracy. The vote.

CHORUS
Article Six: Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.

TREBLE VOICES (Eleanor Roosevelt)
We must wipe out intolerance wherever we find it.

TENORS
I think the day of selfishness is over; the day of working together has come,

| MEZZO

| And we must learn to work together,
| TENORS

| The vote is precious, nearly sacred.

BARITONE
...regardless of race or creed or color.

| SOLOISTS

| We must wipe out, wherever we find it, Any feeling of intolerance,
| TREBLE VOICES

| The vote is precious, nearly sacred.

SOLOISTS
...of belief that one group can go ahead alone.

TREBLE VOICES
We must wipe out intolerance.

CHORUS
We go ahead together, or we go down together.

| SOLOISTS

| We go ahead together, or we go down together.

| CHORUS

| Article Nine: No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, or exile.

EVERYONE
I am a person.

| BARITONE

| Vote.

| CHILDREN

| T'am a person.



Movement Five: Everywhere

CHORUS (Frederick Douglass)
Where justice is denied, where poverty is enforced, where justice is denied, where ignorance prevails....

BARITONE
I prayed for freedom.

CHORUS / CHILDREN (Variously, in dozens of languages.)
Human rights.

BARITONE
I prayed for freedom,

CHORUS (Variously.)
Human rights.

BARITONE
I prayed for freedom,

CHORUS (Variously.)
Human rights.

BARITONE
For twenty years I prayed for freedom,

CHORUS (Variously.)
Human rights.

BARITONE
But received no answer, no answer, ‘til I prayed with my legs.

CHORUS
If there is no struggle there is no progress.
I prayed for freedom for twenty years....

SOLOISTS
...but received no answer.
1 prayed for twenty years,

CHILDREN
‘Til I prayed with my legs!

CHORUS [Article Nine]
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought,

BARITONE
If there is no struggle there is no progress.

CHORUS
Everyone has the right to freedom of conscience.

MEZZO
Everyone has the right to freedom of religion.

BARITONE / EVERYONE
For twenty years!

BARITONE
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion.

CHORUS
Everyone has the right to freedom of expression.
Everyone has the right to freedom of education.

CHILDREN / SOLOISTS
‘Til I prayed with my legs!

CHORUS
Everyone has the right to seek and enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution.



CHORUS / MEZZO
I prayed for freedom for twenty years....

BARITONE
...but received no answer...

BARITONE
...til I prayed with my legs!

CHORUS
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought,

SOLOISTS
...of conscience, of religion, of thought, of freedom of expression.

CHORUS
Everyone has the right to freedom of conscience.

SOLOISTS / EVERYONE
If there is no struggle there is no progress.

EVERYONE (Frederick Douglass)
Where justice is denied, where poverty is enforced, where justice is denied, where ignorance prevails....

(Variously.)
Human rights.

CHORUS (Eleanor Roosevelt)
Where, after all, do universal human rights begin?

SOLOISTS
In small places, close to home—

CHORUS
Where, after all, where, after all?

SOLOISTS
So close and so small that they cannot be found on any maps of the world.

CHORUS /CHILDREN
In small places close to home. So close, so small, they cannot be found.

CHORUS
Where, after all, do universal human rights begin?

SOLOISTS
In small places, close to home—

EVERYONE

Where, after all, do human rights begin? In small places, close to home— so close, so small they cannot be seen on any maps of the
world, the school, or the college, the factory, or the farm, or the home, or the office, such are the places where every man, woman,
and child seeks justice, Equal justice, opportunity, equal dignity without discrimination. Unless these rights have meaning there,
they have no meaning anywhere.

Anywhere. Everyone. Everybody. Everyone. Everywhere.

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should
act towards one another in a spirit of amity.

CHILDREN
In small places, close to home, so close, so small they cannot be found on any maps.

EVERYONE
In small places, close to home, so close, so small they cannot be found on any maps.

CHILDREN
So close, so small, unseen, unfound.



INSTRUCTION #1
Each chorus member will be assigned a number corresponding to a list.
Each list will comprise the phrase HUMAN RIGHTS translated into 10-20 languages, showing the pronunciation.
When you see INSTRUCTION #1 in the score, cycle through your assigned list.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Commissioned by The Cecilia Chorus of New York, Mark Shapiro Music Director, in celebration of
the 75th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, this oratorio musicalizes a number of
the declaration's Articles, placing them in the context of public statements by Chairperson of the document's
drafting committee Eleanor Roosevelt and a number of historically notable Human Rights activists,
philosophers, and poets, including Frederick Douglass, Mahatma Gandhi, Aristotle, John Lewis,
Nelson Mandela, Fannie Lou Hamer, and Kahlil Gibran.

The composer gratefully acknowledges the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and
High Commissioner Volker Tiirk for support of this project, as well as input in choosing quotations;
and the guidance of biographer Blanche Wiesen Cook in choosing salient words of Eleanor Roosevelt.

REHEARSAL REDUCTION
The rehearsal reduction is not intended for performance. The conductor and accompanist
should determine together which lines and parts a single pianist will play from the reduction.
An assistant accompanist may be utilized to facilitate a complete realization (in four
hands) of the reduction. In any event, a MIDI rehearsal recording is available for the performers'
study purposes.

The texts are in the public domain.
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Hand Cymbals, Suspended Cymbal, Tubular Bells, Tambourine,
Tam-tam, Shaker, Triangle (high), Glockenspiel

Timpani (alt. Shaker)
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Commissioned by The Cecilia Chorus of New York, Mark Shapiro, music director
in celebration of the 75th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

EVERYONE EVERYWHERE
I. Rude Awakening

Texts from the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, Frederick Douglass, Mahatma Gandhi,
Aristotle, John Lewis, Nelson Mandela, Fannie Lou Hamer,
Kabhlil Gibran, and Eleanor Roosevelt.
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